
I can’t believe some of the things I forget 
these days. But there’s a reason we all 
used to be able to remember better — that 

was when our rememberer worked better 
than our forgetter.

Sometimes I get in my car 
and realize I don’t have my 
keys. That’s because years 
ago, we always left the keys 
in the car and we never 
gave a thought to someone 
coming on our property 
and stealing our car. So we 
always knew the keys were 
in the car.

I don’t take a purse/pock-
etbook into the grocery 
store most of the time. So I 
forget my pocketbook a lot. 
Nowadays I always have my 
credit card and my discount 
card in my pocket to pay for 
my groceries. (Years ago, 
did women ever go any-

where without their pocketbooks?)
But a few days ago, when I tried to pay for 

my groceries, the zipper of my coat became 
stuck in the lining. I tried everything to get 
the zipper unstuck so I could retrieve my 
credit card, but to no avail. I was ready to 
cut a hole in my coat to get out of the store 
and let the people behind me get on with 
their lives. The nice cashier at Ingles said, 
“May I try?” Well, I shucked that coat in a 
hurry and he worked his magic, and after 
an agonizing five minutes, he was able to 
unzip the pocket enough to get the credit 
card out. How embarrassing. That was 
one time if I had brought my pocketbook, I 
could have used another means of paying. 
Oy!

Growing up, we never had to worry about 
forgetting our telephone because all of 
them were attached to the wall. Remember?  
These days I forget my phone more than I 
remember it, so I’m forever going back in 
the house to retrieve the doggone thing.

Because I drink so much water, I’m con-
stantly running back in the house because 
I forgot my water. In the past, we never 
thought about carrying around a water bot-
tle unless we were hiking or working out-
side in the sun. Certainly, not to a meeting!

I forget about my GPS until I’m not sure 
where I’m supposed to be. Remember when 
our glove compartments were stuffed 
with maps? How wonderful are these new 
devices until one day when you’re running 
late and the thing sends you south when 
you need to go north. But they are usually 
dependable.

I forget my sunglasses, too. Did we wear 
sunglasses back yonder except when we 
were at the beach? I just remember always 
getting sunglasses when we went on vaca-
tion.

What I’ve been trying to say is: Years 
ago, we didn’t have to remember so much, 
because life was much simpler, and we just 
hopped in the car and went — no seatbelts, 
no child safety seats, no cellphone, water 
bottle or GPS. And we probably hung our 
arms out the windows, too, because there 
was no AC, either.

Since there were no cellphones, there was 
no texting, so no one had to worry about 
drivers who were texting while they drove. 
But my mama could drive her Plymouth 
doing 50 mph and at the same time spank 
me and my brother in the backseat because 
we were misbehaving! That’s something I 
will never forget, and it was unsafe at any 
speed!

The things we have now make our lives 
easier but crowd our brains, and other 
technology is added or changes weekly. I 
don’t want to delete the old memories of 
how it used to be just to make room in my 
brain, so I will just have to make more lists 
to remember new and old information.

By the way, has anyone seen my glasses?

DEAR READERS: Thank you for reading my column. 
This is my last column for the next three months. I’ll be 
taking some time off to work on other projects. 
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Why we are 
forgetful

BY NORM CANNADA
THE JOURNAL

SENECA — With a 
variety of art pieces and 
price ranges, Crystal 
Romanyszyn believes her 
new retail gallery on Ram 
Cat Alley in Seneca offers 
a variety of items for every 
art enthusiast.

Loblolly Arts, which 
opened in late November, 
will be holding its grand 
opening Jan. 30.

“We’re a contemporary 
art gallery — first and fore-
most — with fine art,” said 
Romanyszyn, who moved 
to Oconee County from Flor-
ida to start the business last 
November. “Everything in 
here is handmade.”

About 75 percent of the 2-D 
and 3-D pieces in the Lob-
lolly gallery are from “local 
artists,” which Romanyszyn 
defines as coming from an 
area from Asheville, N.C., 
to north Georgia. Eight 
of those artists are from 
Oconee and Pickens coun-
ties. She said the regionally 
local artists, along with 
unique works at price rang-
es from $4 to $1,700, give her 
gallery a special niche.

“I’ve really worked hard 
to make sure everything in 
here is unique — that I’m 
not trying to dilute the arts 
and culture pool here,” she 
said. “I want people to come 
in here and see things that 
they haven’t seen before, 
and that they can find some-
thing no matter what their 
budget,” 

“We have fine art, origi-
nal pieces of oil paintings 

and photography that have 
a certain price tag, but 
then I also have prints by 
those artists that are $25,” 
Romanyszyn added. “No 
matter what their budget, 
I want someone to walk in 
here and be comfortable, 
enjoy the space, and feel 
like they can walk out with 
something that is unique 
and handmade.”

A New England native, 
Romanyszyn lived in Flor-

ida for more than 20 years, 
where she worked for an 
art manufacturer and as 
executive director of the 
Florida Museum for Women 
Artists in Deland. She said 
she started vacationing 
in Oconee years ago, and 
she and her fiancé bought 
a home here about a year 
and a half ago with plans to 
retire here. 

Loblolly Arts
Unique art in retail gallery

PHOTOS BY REX BROWN | THE JOURNAL

Loblolly Arts owner Crystal Romanyszyn stands in her new art shop on Ram Cat Alley in downtown Seneca. The shop fea-
tures new and innovative art and artists.

What: Loblolly Arts Grand 
Opening

When: Jan. 30, 5-7:30 p.m.
Where: 124 Ram Cat Alley, 

Seneca
Regular hours: Tuesday-

Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
For more information: Call 

(864) 882-7697

Above: Among Crystal Romanyszyn’s favorite art pieces in 
the gallery is a framed portrait of Muhammad Ali.
“In a man cave, that would look really fantastic,” she said.
Right: “I love those kind of pieces of art that kind of make 
you stop and look a little,” she said. “I have a little bug-eyed 
guy who just makes me smile when I look at him. He’s a 
folk-art piece, and I love looking at him.” 

SEE GALLERY, PAGE B5
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Willie,
Recently President 

Trump announced a 
relaxation of guidelines 
put in place by Obama 
that restricted drilling 
for oil off our coast-
lines. Everything from 
Maine to Florida would 
be opened to drilling. 
Which, if memory serves 
me, was the goal of Sarah 
Palin’s famous “Drill, 
baby, drill” comment, 
which was seemingly en-
dorsed by the Republican 
party. Well, fast-forward 
to 2018, and her wish has 
been fulfilled. Except 
that now the Republican 
governors of Florida 
and South Carolina are 
saying “not so fast.” The 
memory of Deep Water 
Horizon and the Ala-
bama and Florida Gulf 
Coast oil spills are still 
fresh in our minds. Envi-
sioning the possibility of 
several million barrels of 
oil washing up on Myrtle 
Beach, Hilton Head and 
Mar-a-Lago must have 
given them some pause. 
Florida, home of Mar-a-
Lago, is now back on the 
no-drill list. I wonder 
how quickly we will see 
the ban reinstated. It all 
sounds like a good idea 
until the possibility of 
having to face an elec-
torate that loses their 
beaches, tourism indus-
try and seafood. Can 
anyone spell hypocrisy?

Willie says:
Did you read where 

interior secretary 
Ryan Zinke said that 
47 proposed leasing ar-

eas could increase 
federal revenue by $15 
billion? It’s better to 
produce energy here 
and never be held hos-
tage by foreign enemy 
needs … (it’s a) “clear 
difference between 
energy weakness and 
energy dominance.” 
My prediction is that 
the ban will be applied 
back to some places 
like Myrtle Beach, etc. 
There’s no way the 
whole ban will be put 
back, when you see 
how much the govern-
ment wants money 
and oil.

Willie,
Looking for a liberal 

church? What in God’s 
name is in the minds of 
a couple looking for a 
liberal church? Let us 
pray for those whose 
mindset is apparently 
totally influenced and 
deceived by the liberal 
leaders in Congress 
where their agenda is 
dedicated to convincing 
constituents that the 
government will provide 

for them. 
Liberalism 
itself is an 
enviable vir-
tue, demon-
strated 
by Jesus 
Christ! But 

when used 
and exaggerat-

ed by politicians 
to garner support 

from misled constit-
uents, it creates 
dissension be-
tween the popu-
lace detrimental 
to the functions 

of our Congress. It 
appears this couple 
wants to pray to the 
government. Believe 

me, God won’t mislead 
you. He is liberal!

Willie says:
All I know is Jesus 

told Pontius Pilate 
about the nature of 
his kingdom: “My 
kingdom is not of this 
world. If my kingdom 
were of this world, my 
servants would have 
been fighting, that I 
might not be delivered 
over to the Jews. But 
now (or ‘as it is’) my 
kingdom is not from 
the world.” He was 
saying his religious 
teachings were sepa-
rate from earthly po-
litical activity. Anoth-
er good piece of advice 
Jesus gave was in Mat-
thew 22:21. “Render 
unto Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s, and 
unto God the things 
that are God’s.” That’s 
the advice I follow.

‘Til next time!
Willie

COMMENTS ARE not 
intended to reflect views of 
The Journal’s management or 
staff and are the opinions of 
readers submitting them. The 
Journal makes no guarantee of 
their accuracy. As for answers, 
ol’ Willie does his best to get 
it right. 

They bought the build-
ing in Ram Cat Alley in 
September. When the 
building became vacant, 
she decided to open the 
gallery instead of looking 
for another tenant.

“This sort of combines 
my love for the arts and 
then owning a business in 
a community that I can be 
involved in,” Romanyszyn 
said. “At the end of Octo-
ber I was up here and I 
just decided that I wanted 
to be up here permanently 
and have an art gallery. 
Twenty-six days later, we 
opened.”

The name comes from 
the Loblolly pine trees 
in the area. Romanyszyn 
learned the name of the 
trees during a walk with 
her dog Daisy at South 
Cove Park.

“For a week, I just kept 
saying, ‘Loblolly, Loblol-
ly’ — it was one of those 
words that was just fun to 
say in my head,” she said. 
“And it was the following 
week that I decided that I 
was opening the gallery, 
so when I came to what 
would you name the 
gallery, I had been saying 
this word over and over 
and over. It seemed like a 
no-brainer to kind of add 
‘arts’ to it since I had been 
saying it. 

“And it gives me the 
opportunity for people 
who are vacationing here 
who don’t know what a 
Loblolly is to tell them a 
little bit about our area,” 
Romanyszyn added. “For 
those who do, they sort 
of like that I’ve chosen a 
name that is familiar in 
this area because of the 
trees.”

Among her favorite art 
pieces in the gallery is a 
framed portrait of Mu-
hammad Ali.

“In a man cave, that 
would look really fantas-
tic,” she said.

There are many other 
works of art in the gallery 
that make her smile as 
well.

“I have a fun piece up 
in the front that’s vibrant 
and it’s made from the 
bottoms of aluminum 
cans,” Romanyszyn said. 
“It always brings people 
in and it gives me an 
opportunity to engage 
and I say, ‘Do you know 

what that’s made of?’ I 
love those kind of pieces 
of art that kind of make 
you stop and look a little. I 
have a little bug-eyed guy 
who just makes me smile 
when I look at him. He’s a 
folk-art piece, and I love 
looking at him.” 

Romanyszyn calls 
herself a “creative” and a 
“sporadic” artist and has 
some pieces in the gallery 
she has made into “steam-
punk jewelry” from watch 
parts her grandfather had 
in his workshop after he 
retired. 

“This is what I can do 
to remember him by,” she 
said.

The gallery also in-
cludes other paintings 
and prints, photography, 
drawings, pillows and 
other 3-D figures.

Romanyszyn has also 
invested in the communi-
ty by joining the board of 
the Blue Ridge Arts Coun-
cil and used the council to 
help get local artists. At 
her grand opening Jan. 30, 
she will present a check to 
the council for a percent-
age of proceeds from her 
sales during the Christ-
mas shopping season in 
November and December.

ncannada@upstatetoday.com | (864) 973-6680

Follow on Twitter @NormCannada
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119 Ram Cat Alley, Seneca | 864.973.8887 | Reservations Recommended

Lunch

Thursday and Friday   11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Saturday   12 - 2:30 p.m.

Dinner

Tuesday - Saturday  Opening at 5

• Sunbrella Covers & Bimini Tops
• Boat Interiors: Carpet, Vinyl Flooring, Seats
• Furniture Re-Upholstery
• Over 1,000 Fabrics to choose from

1144 Jones Mill Rd. • Six Mile, SC 29682
www.janicesupholstery.com

Janice’s Upholstery
864-868-9182
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Willie
 CALL 916-9749

That’s the advice I follow

GALLERY: ‘For a week, I just 
kept saying, ‘Loblolly, Loblolly’ 

PHOTOS BY REX BROWN | THE JOURNAL

Above: Crystal Romanyszyn has some pieces in the gallery she has made into “steam-
punk jewelry” from watch parts her grandfather had in his workshop after he retired. 
“This is what I can do to remember him by,” she said. Below: “I have a fun piece up in the 
front that’s vibrant and it’s made from the bottoms of aluminum cans,” Romanyszyn said.
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